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pensity, whatever it be, has afforded evidence of being
both strong and deeply rooted, by having overcome
that repugnance. This presumption of course fails if
the individual never had the repugnance: and the
argument, therefore, is not fit to be urged unless the
feeling which is violated by the act, is not only justi-
fiable and reasonable, but is one which it is blamable to
be without.

The corresponding plea in extenuation of a culpable
act because it was natural, or because it was prompted
by  a natural  feeling,   never, I think, ought to be
admitted.    There is hardly a bad action ever perpe-
trated which is not periectly natural, and the motives
to which are not perfectly natural feelings.    In the
eye of reason, therefore, this is no excuse, but it is
quite " natural" that it should be so in the eyes of the
multitude; because the meaning of the expression is,
that they have a fellow feeling  with the offender.
"When they say that something which they cannot help
admitting to be blamable, is nevertheless natural, they
mean that they can imagine the possibility of their
being themselves tempted to commit it.    Most people
have a considerable amount of indulgence towards all
acts of which they feel a possible source within them-
selves, reserving their rigour for those which, though
perhaps really less bad, they cannot in any way under-
stand how it is possible to commit.    If an action
convinces them (which it often does on very inadequate